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A Message from Tanya Landry, President LWVNPC 
As we celebrate Black History Month, I have been reflecting on the 
purpose of the celebration for myself, our country and for the league. 
Carter G. Woodson, a prominent historian and scholar is credited with the 
concept of what he called, "Negro History Week" which eventually evolved 
into the current month-long celebration.  He chose February; because it 
includes the birthdays of Abraham Lincoln and Frederick Douglass, 
important figures in Black history.  The goal was to tell the story of the 
contributions of African Americans left out of the history books, 
contributions not only in the United States but across the globe.  
 
Given the recent attempts to eliminate Black History from schools and 
government, it is even more fitting that the league celebrate the 
contributions of African Americans, in the world and within the League.  
  

I highly recommend The Untold Story of Women of Color in the League of 

Women Voters, by Carolyn Jefferson-Jenkins, the 1st African American League President (1998-2002).  This book 
fills in the blanks that history did not include…the contributions of African American women made during the 
suffragette movement but also within the league. 
 
Instead of focusing on the same figures in history during Black History 
Month, let’s delve into the history of the challenges that women of color 
faced in gaining the right to vote, advocating for civil rights and navigating 
their place within the League of Women Voters.  
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LWVNP Members in Action 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

MLK March in Clearwater 

Tarpon Springs MLK Breakfast: Sharon Landrum, Cathy Protopapas,  

Tanya Landry, Barbara Letvin, Beth Hovind, Barbara Phillipson,  

2nd row PCS Board Member Caprice Edmond 

Joint Board of County Commissioners and State Legislative 

Delegation: Richard Reynolds, Jeanne Reynolds, Tanya 

Landry, Gayla Larson, Linda Metzkow 

Oldsmar Candidate Forum: Lois Rogers-Watson, Carol Curtis 

Tarpon Springs Candidate Forum: Barbara Turner-Delisle, Niki Amarantides, 



Bring Back the Box! 
                    By Tanya Landry 

Members of the League of Women Voters of North Pinellas County attended the Joint Board of County 
Commissioners/State Delegation Meeting on Friday, January 31, 2025. 
 
This annual meeting provides an opportunity for Pinellas County government to outline priority issues it wants 
legislators to address during the upcoming 2025 legislative session. 
 
Supervisor of Elections Update  

Julie Marcus, Supervisor of Elections (SOE), provided an update on her office and discussed the adverse impact of 
back-to-back hurricanes on department resources. She emphasized the importance of maintaining a balance 
among voters who utilize early voting sites, vote by mail, and vote in person on Election Day. The hurricanes placed 
significant strain on her office, requiring swift collaboration with Pinellas County officials to identify alternative 
polling places and notify voters of changes. These adjustments included designating the SOE office as both an early 
voting and Election Day voting site. Additionally, there was a notable decline in the number of vote-by-mail ballots 
received for the 2024 election. 
 
Beyond the hurricane-related challenges, Marcus highlighted ongoing issues affecting election administration. She 
noted a decrease in available polling sites, a shortage of election poll workers, and the aging population of existing 
workers. Another pressing concern is the continued decline in vote-by-mail participation. She attributed this trend, 
in part, to 2022 legislation that removed the checkbox on the back of vote-by-mail envelopes, requiring voters to 
submit a new request for each general election. 
 
Marcus reported that the county currently has only 13,800 vote-by-mail requests on file—a staggering 95% 

decline from the number of ballots mailed to residents in the previous election. The additional administrative 
burden of repeatedly reminding voters to reapply for a mail ballot further strains the SOE’s resources.  
 
The Supervisor of Elections stressed the importance of providing eligible voters with accessible voting options. She 
urged legislators to restore the checkbox on the back of the vote-by-mail envelope, arguing that this simple 
change—requiring only a single sentence amendment to existing legislation—would significantly increase vote-by-
mail participation and help balance the election system. 
 
The league wholeheartedly agrees and encourages voters to call their legislators and ask that they Bring Back The 

BOX! 

 

For more information https://www.tampabay.com/news/florida-politics/2025/02/04/florida-elections-
supervisors-want-changes-after-mail-in-voting-requests-plummet/ 
 

 

Welcome New Members 

Catherine Burton  
Sharon Landrum 

Joni Pfeifer 
Jennifer Sedillo 

 
Shout out to Debbie and Eddie Entreken who made and donated lovely gift baskets to our Holiday 

Open House, raising $237 for League activities.  Thanks a million! 

https://www.tampabay.com/news/florida-politics/2025/02/04/florida-elections-supervisors-want-changes-after-mail-in-voting-requests-plummet/
https://www.tampabay.com/news/florida-politics/2025/02/04/florida-elections-supervisors-want-changes-after-mail-in-voting-requests-plummet/


 
 
 
 

COMMITTEE UPDATES 

Focus Areas for January – June will be League 
representation at school board meetings to continue to 
strengthen the relationship between LWVNPC and PCS, 
Pinellas County Schools Referendum, and continuing 
education between elections.  Vivian Posey is serving as the 
LWVNPC representative on the ICROC committee.  
 
My Vote Counts Project: My Vote Counts is a Peer-to-Peer 
High School Voter Registration Project.  There are pilot 
programs at Gibbs High School, Palm Harbor University 

High School, and potentially Dunedin High.  Vivian Posey is presenting Part I (March 11th) and Part II (April 15th) 
My Vote Count sections for Doorways Scholarship students.  
 
Circle Tufts University Presentation: Vivian Posey is in contact with this organization (https://circle.tufts.edu/) to 
schedule a presentation for LWV.  This will be interesting, useful information about the 2024 election and the youth 
vote.  
 
YVOTE Competition:  The committee is hoping to initiate this video competition project during the next school 
year.  
 
Girl Scout Project – LWV National Service Projects:  https://www.girlscouts.org/en/activity-zone/national-
service-projects.html.  Education Committee members are reaching out to local leadership to see if this initiative 
could be a fit for our committee.  
 
To assist with the Education Committee, contact Co-Chairs Vivian Posey at vivposey@gmail.com  or Jeanne 
Reynolds at jeannewrey@gmail.com.   

  

The LWVNP Board meets the 1st Wednesday of each 

month at 4:00pm.  Minutes for the January 2025 meeting 

can be found at: 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1jF7Wzif60BSTEDOkO

7ZqL6_ZQDgmkue2/view?usp=sharing 

Please join us for any upcoming Board meeting to learn 

how you can participate more fully.  Contact 

Gayla Larson nbslarson@gmail.com to obtain the link to 

join these informative and busy meetings. 

https://circle.tufts.edu/
https://www.girlscouts.org/en/activity-zone/national-service-projects.html
https://www.girlscouts.org/en/activity-zone/national-service-projects.html
mailto:vivposey@gmail.com
mailto:jeannewrey@gmail.com
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1jF7Wzif60BSTEDOkO7ZqL6_ZQDgmkue2/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1jF7Wzif60BSTEDOkO7ZqL6_ZQDgmkue2/view?usp=sharing


All Vote-By-Mail Ballots (VBM) designations expired at the 
end of 2024.  Any voters who want to vote by mail in elections 
between January 1, 2025, and December 31, 2026, must 
request their VBM ballot.   
 
For the municipal elections in March 2025, the deadline to 
request a VBM ballot to be mailed to you is February 27, 
2025.  The Committee is planning to contact nursing homes 
and assisted living facilities in Oldsmar and Tarpon Springs to 
assist with mail ballot requests.  
 

The League and their community partners have sent nearly 250,000 postcards across Florida to people with felony 
convictions, urging them to call the free voter assistance hotline (407-710-5496) to see if they can register to vote.  
 
Voter Service held two successful candidate forums in January 14th in Tarpon Springs and January 30th in Oldsmar. 
 
The Voter Services Committee is looking for someone to fill the role of Community Outreach to research 
community events for League participation.  Carol Bailey has held this position but needs to step down.  We 
appreciate Carol’s hard work.   
 
For more information on Voter Service and how you can help, contact Chairperson Linda Metzkow at 
lindametzkow@tampabay.rr.com 
 

 

 

Spotlight:  Carol Bailey 
                By Jacqueline Farrell  

 
I first met Carol Bailey when she called me on behalf of the nominating 
committee to fill offices on the LWVFL board.  I remember thinking 
how brave she was to take this job that involved hearing a lot of “no’s.”  
I was also impressed by how calm she was, but it was clear she was 
going to get the job done.  That and her delightful Southern accent 
increased her likeability even more. 
 
Carol was born in North Carolina to a family of limited financial 
resources, but with 100 acres of farmland that provided a plentiful 
food supply.  Her father’s sudden death left her mother to raise nine 
children by herself, giving Carol her first model of female 
empowerment.  In her career, Carol worked her way up to a regional 
trainer for Hertz Car Rental.  Returning from a trip to Europe, she was 
motivated to join the League and return to school, thinking that 
Europeans knew more about our government and politics than many 
Americans.  She earned an MBA (the first person in her family to 
graduate from college) and thought she was ready to get rich in the 

business world, but life had other plans.  While finishing her degree, she volunteered at a domestic violence shelter, 
and realized that, “it takes a strong woman to support a person who is in a hole she can’t get out of.” She was so 
compelled by her work that she spent 10 years in the DV Unit at the State Attorney’s office, then 11 years as 
Domestic Violence Coordinator at St. Petersburg Police.  Although she never returned to the business world to 
make a lot of money, she felt she took the right journey when she received the “Governor’s Peace at Home Award” 
from Jeb Bush in 2003.  



 
Carol has been a LWV member in four states - Texas, California, Florida, and was League President in Oklahoma 
City.  She reports that she was attracted to the League because she met so many smart women there.  Voter Service 
is her preferred area, and she loves the focus on Voter Education which is vitally important given the surplus of 
misinformation these days.  Carol says that she will always be a League member because she believes in the LWV 
mission, and one of her favorite slogans is “Democracy is not a Spectator Sport.” 
 

Mark your Calendars 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 



 
Calendar Check our Calendar for Complete Information:   

 

Saturday, February 22, 2025 
9:30 AM  

Adopt a Mile Cleanup, Union Street from Douglas Avenue to 
Powderhorn Drive in Clearwater. 

Monday, February 24, 2025 
4:30 PM 

Education Committee Meeting Via Zoom  

Tuesday February 25, 2025 
12:30-1:30 PM 

Hot Topic: National Popular Vote Interstate Compact at 
Countryside Library, Clearwater  

Thursday, February 27, 2025 
Last Day to Request a Vote by Mail Ballot for Municipal 
Elections 

Wednesday March 5, 2025 
4 -5:30 PM 

LWVNPC Board Meeting via Zoom 

Tuesday, March 11, 2025 
Municipal Elections: Tarpon Springs, Oldsmar, Indian Rocks 
Beach 

Tuesday & Wednesday, 
March 11-12, 2025 

LWVFL Lobby Days, Tallahassee, Florida 

Monday, March 17, 2025 
6:00 PM 

Voter Service Committee Meeting via Zoom 

Saturday, March 22, 2025 
11:00 AM – 2:30 PM 

LWVNPC Annual Meeting 
Belleair Country Club 

Monday, March 31, 2025 
4:30 PM 

Education Committee Meeting via Zoom  

June 6-7, 2025 LWVFL Biennial State Convention in Orlando 

 

For Zoom links to meetings, please contact Gayla Larson at nbslarson@gmail.com 

 

For a complete listing of Volunteer Activities, go to   https://lwvnorthpinellas.org/calendar/
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