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League of Women Voters of Florida Statewide Convention Recap  

                                                  by Beth Hovind  
Representatives from twenty-nine LWV Chapters converged in vibrant 

Orlando on June 6th and 7th,  setting the stage at the Downtown Hilton for two 

days brimming with energy and purpose.  Tanya and I joined forces, 

strategically mapping out our workshop schedule to maximize our 

attendance.  

 

Friday morning kicked off with workshops before we gathered for the much-

anticipated plenary session after lunch.  Registration came with green and red 

paddles, ready for us to cast our Yes or No votes on the latest State Program 

and Budget.  State co-presidents Cecile Scoon and Debbie Chandler reflected 

on the year’s achievements, while the torch was ceremoniously passed to 

Jessica Lowe-Minor, the newly elected State President, who took the 

spotlight alongside her fellow officers. 

 

A highlight of the event was the chapter showcase—each group shared a visual 

and engaging recap of their year, complete with photos and memorable 

moments.  On Saturday, we voted on the new budget and program, with 

surprisingly little discussion or disagreement. 

 

Friday night’s banquet featured speakers from the ACLU and tributes honoring the League’s brightest stars of 

2024. 

 

Of course, every adventure has its “irks:” -- parking set us back $32 per day (self-park only!), and navigating the 

infamous I-4 corridor was a test of patience best left to the brave. 

My advice?  Send more members, especially newcomers! to these statewide conferences . It’s an eye-opening 

experience that reveals just how broad and impactful our League’s work truly is.  

Vice President Beth Hovind, President Tanya 

Landry 

May- June 2025 

https://lwvnorthpinellas.org/


                                    A Message from Tanya Landry, President LWVNPC 
 

The LWVFL Convention brings new energy, new leadership.  We thank Cecile 
Scoon and Debbie Chandler for their guidance and hard work these past two 
years.  New President, Jessica Lowe-Minor, is a former President of LWVFL 
and board member of LWVUS.  In her remarks, she indicated that she is ready 
to meet this moment to lead LWVFL and stand up for democracy. 
 
Are you ready to meet this moment?  I try to live by the words of John Lewis.  
“When you see something that is not right, not just, not fair, you have a moral 

obligation to do something about it.” To me, his message resonates today just as 
it did in the 1960s.  The millions of people who are raising their voices are the 
hope we need to keep speaking up and educating voters on issues at the local, 
state, and national level. 
 
Our country is facing a unique challenge.  How can LWVNPC meet this 
moment?  In line with our mission, we can stay informed, communicate with 
elected officials, express our views, collaborate with other organizations, and, 
when appropriate, protest peacefully to uphold our democratic principles. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

WHEN YOU SEE SOMETHING THAT IS NOT FAIR, 

NOT RIGHT, NOT JUST, 

YOU HAVE A MORAL OBLIGATION 

TO DO SOMETHING ABOUT IT. 

 -- John Lewis  



What We Learned About Engaging Young Adult Voters 

                        Unveiling Key Insights from the 2024 Election 
                                                                                              By Vivian Posey, Education Committee Co-Chair 

 

Young adults, aged 18 to 29, represent the 
largest voting bloc in the U.S., yet their turnout 
often pales in comparison to other age groups.  
However, thanks to the diligent work of the 
CIRCLE team at Tufts University—an institution 
with two decades of expertise in analyzing civic 
engagement among young voters, we’re 
uncovering what drives, and hinders, their 
participation. 
 
On May 6th, the LWVNPC and LWVSPA 
Education Committee hosted a Virtual Town Hall 
featuring Mr. Alberto Medina, a distinguished 

member of the CIRCLE research team.  Mr. Medina dove deep into a fascinating analysis of young adults' voting 
behaviors in 2024 compared to 2020, as well as their thoughts on the current state of democracy.  His presentation 
revealed intriguing—and sometimes unexpected—findings. 
 
Key Takeaways from the Town Hall 

• Historically leaning towards Democratic candidates, young voters made a surprising pivot toward 
Republican candidates in 2024. 

• This generation is the most diverse in U.S. history, representing a broad spectrum of backgrounds and 
experiences. 

• Although 47% of young adults voted in 2024, a solid number—it fell just short of the record-breaking 50% 
turnout seen in 2020. 

• White females led the charge with the highest voter turnout among young adults. 
• Many young people value democracy but express concerns about its current effectiveness. 
 

Challenges and Opportunities Ahead 
The data underscores a critical point: while significant progress has been made, there is still much work to be 
done, especially in reaching young adults who aren’t college-educated or enrolled in higher education.  
Volunteers and advocates must find creative ways to connect with this segment and inspire their participation. 

 
Learn More and Dive Deeper 

For a closer look at these findings, explore CIRCLE’s comprehensive reports at https://circle.tufts.edu/2024-

election.  Want to revisit Mr. Medina’s insightful presentation?  Watch the recording 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iZFX5yVt_qQ  or check out the slide presentation at 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1bBjByIx-4DiFkgppOeWMFmlCh0XH7oAe/view?usp=drive_link 

 

By understanding what motivates young voters and addressing their concerns, we can nurture a more engaged, 

empowered generation—and strengthen the future of democracy. 

  

https://circle.tufts.edu/2024-election
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Hot Topic: “State of the Bay” 

On Wednesday, June 11th, Maya Burke, Assistant 

Director of the Tampa Bay Estuary Program (TBEP), 

delivered an insightful presentation on the State of the 

Bay.  An estuary is defined as an area where rivers meet 

the sea.  The TBEP is not a regulatory agency, but it 

collaborates with surrounding governments and 

interest groups to restore and protect the health of 

Tampa Bay.  Over the past several years, the program 

has received $850,000 in federal funding, matched by 

local governments. 

Some key points about the Tampa Bay Estuary covered 

by Ms. Burke include: 

• There are 3.1 million people within the Tampa Bay 

Watershed, which covers 2,200 square miles.  Major 

tributaries include the Hillsborough, Alafia, Manatee, 

and Little Manatee Rivers. 

• The Estuary is relatively shallow, with an average 

depth of 11 feet, except in the shipping channels where it reaches 43 feet. 

• Nitrogen is a major pollutant in Tampa Bay, primarily originating from stormwater runoff.  Stormwater 

runoff occurs when water runs off land following rainfall, carrying pesticides, fertilizers, and trash.  (This 

explains the rationale behind Pinellas County's fertilizer ban during the summer months.) 

• Nitrogen in wastewater discharge has decreased by 90% since the 1970s due to improvements in sewage 

treatment plants. 

• The loss of seagrass, which provides habitats and food for a diversity of marine life, poses a threat to water 

quality.  While much of the Bay’s seagrass is returning, this is not the case in Old Tampa Bay (which borders 

Safety Harbor and Pinellas County), where the situation is worse than it has been since 1980. 

For more information about the Tampa Bay Estuary Program, please visit: https://tbep.org/  

 

 
Welcome New Member 

Julia West 
 

  



LWVNPC Members in Action 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

100 Women Who Care Quarterly Meeting:  Mary Giordano, 

Tanya Landry, Linda Metzkow 

Willa Carson 5K Event, April 26th:  Tanya Landry, Clearwater 

Mayor Bruce Rector, Voter Service Chair Linda Metzkow 

Happy Hour at Red Lobster – 06/19:  Gene Makela, Rosey Jackson, Vivian 

Posey, Gayla Larson 

Happy Hour:  Suzanne Preston, Barbara, Marti Folwell, Krysti Kovarik, Mina Harkins 

Krysti Kovarik, Robin Peacock –  

Juneteenth Celebration – Tarpon Springs – June 21st  



 
 
 
 

COMMITTEE UPDATES 

 

The Education Committee  met on May 19th and will hold 
an in-person meeting at Largo Library on June 30th at 3:00 
pm.    
 
Committee Updates:   
The Peer-to-Peer High School Voter Registration Event, 
held at Dunedin High on April 29th, was very successful, 
and plans are underway to expand this program to other 
high schools in the county.  
 
The Y Vote Competition project is finalizing documents and 

materials. 
  
The Circle Tufts University presentation was excellent and information and materials from the presentation are 
being used to drive the committee’s continuing work.  The committee is also collaborating with a colleague in New 
Jersey to share information on energizing young voters to see how best to integrate this work and to share the 
information more widely with the membership and the community. 
 
The committee continues to attend each PCS board meeting and follows state and federal legislation relating to 
education.  
 
For more information about the  Education Committee, contact Co-Chairs Vivian Posey at vivposey@gmail.com  or 
Jeanne Reynolds at jeannewrey@gmail.com.  
  

The LWVNP Board meets the 1st Wednesday of each month 

at 4:00pm.  Minutes for the May 17, 2025 meeting can be 

found at:  

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ppQy-KuAwFJRh-
Hk_vzRWWgvQn_tOdKU/view 
 

Please join us for any upcoming Board meeting to learn how 

you can participate more fully.  Contact Gayla Larson 

nbslarson@gmail.com to obtain the link to join these 

informative and busy meetings. 

mailto:vivposey@gmail.com
mailto:jeannewrey@gmail.com
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ppQy-KuAwFJRh-Hk_vzRWWgvQn_tOdKU/view
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Voter Service has attended and participated in the very 
successful Seal & Expungement Workshop at N. Greenwood 
Library in mid-May.  Many LWVFL business card-sized 
handouts regarding pro bono services by the LWVFL were 
handed out.  The Committee was also represented at the 
Pride in the Park family day event in Dunedin on June 1st, 
Race Amity Day and Juneteenth Celebration in Tarpon 
Springs.  
 
LWVSPA is planning a speaker training on July 24th for 
members who wish to speak at public events.  

 
There has been a pause in the post card project for returning citizens, but it is hoped that the project will resume 
on August 31st. 
 
IMPORTANT:   Previously all LWVFL members were required to recertify with voter registration training as of 
7/1/2025.  That requirement is no longer in effect.  Members who have certified previously do not have to recertify, 
but new members are required to take voter registration training before working with Voter Service activities.  
Certification is good for two (2) years. 
 
For more information about Voter Service, contact Chairperson Linda Metzkow at 
lindametzkow@tampabay.rr.com 
 

 
 
 
2025 Legislative Updates on Reproductive Health Care  
                                                                                 Submitted by Mina Harkins 

 
Senate Bill 1288, requiring parental consent for certain medical procedures, was withdrawn, parental notification 
but no consent is required.  
 
Senate Bill 1284,  Civil Liability for the Wrongful Death of an Unborn Child was withdrawn.  
 
House Bill 1255 passed, but inclusion of the “Baby Olivia,” video was withdrawn.  This language would have 
required students to watch a video entitled “Baby Olivia” which depicts a fetus speaking at all stages of 
development.  
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Spotlight:  
Barbara Turner-Delisle 
 

Barbara Turner-Delisle’s journey is a testament to the richness of life’s 
possibilities and the power of listening to an inner voice.  Beginning her 

career as a physical therapist after graduating from Northeastern 
University in Boston, she worked in hospitals before founding a private 
practice in Springfield, Massachusetts.  This practice, specializing in 
sports medicine, was the first of its kind in New England and eventually 
expanded to five locations with over 100 employees.  Despite this 
success, the shifting healthcare climate of the 1980s, marked by the 

rise of HMOs, presented significant challenges.  It was during this time 
that Barbara began exploring a more holistic approach to care and 

transitioning to craniosacral therapy.  This gentle, noninvasive treatment 
focuses on relieving pain and restoring function, and Barbara continues to 

offer it to patients in Florida and Massachusetts. 
 

As Barbara delved further into craniosacral therapy, she became increasingly attuned to the well-being of the 
entire body and mind and their interconnectedness.  This led her to become both a yoga teacher and a meditation 
instructor, deepening her commitment to holistic healing.  Yet, another calling began to emerge …a spiritual one.  
With deep roots in religion, Barbara returned to theological school at the age of 50, driven by a belief in the natural 
connection between body, mind, and spirit.  Her ordination in 2008 marked the beginning of her ministry, with her 
first church in Montague, Massachusetts.  There, Barbara emphasized the importance of community engagement, 
urging her parishioners to integrate into their surroundings and serve others. 
 
Family ties brought Barbara to Florida, where she eventually settled permanently after retiring from the 
ministry, though she still maintains strong connections to New England.  Barbara fills in for the pastor at Faith UCC 
in Dunedin two to three times per year in her capacity as ordained clergy.  Over the past eight years, she has 
developed an interest in politics, inspired by the turbulent political landscape.  Recognizing activism as a means to 
stay emotionally healthy and alleviate stress and anxiety through action, Barbara is involved with several 
organizations, including Indivisible North Pinellas County, Vote Pinellas, North Pinellas Democratic Club, and the 
League of Women Voters.  For Barbara, these groups not only provide a platform for meaningful action but also 
align with her value of staying emotionally and physically healthy through action, movement and service.  Barbara 
embodies the interconnectedness of body, mind, and spirit and the potential of a life dedicated to service. 
 
  



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Calendar Check our Calendar for Complete Information:   

For Zoom links to meetings, please contact Gayla Larson at nbslarson@gmail.com 

 

 

For a complete listing of Volunteer Activities, go to   https://lwvnorthpinellas.org/calendar/ 

Wednesday July 2, 4:00- 5:30 PM LWVNPC Board of Directors Meeting via Zoom 

Friday, July 4, 2025 

 

Tuesday, July 15, 10:30 AM  Pinellas County School Board Meeting  

Monday, July 21, 6:00 PM Voter Service Committee Meeting via Zoom 

Monday, July 28 4:00 PM Education Committee Meeting via Zoom  

https://lwvnorthpinellas.org/calendar/
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