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LWVNPC members gathered for a Holiday Open House at Red Lobster Countryside on December 13th



On My Mind ....

A Message from Tanya Landry, President LWVNPC

Happy New Year! | hope you enjoyed the holidays, and | thank everyone
who joined our festive party to end the year.

Looking ahead, 2026 will be an important year for our democracy with
several key events.

WEe'll celebrate the 250th anniversary of American democracy, even as
voting rights face new challenges nationwide.

The U.S. Supreme Court’s ruling in Louisiana v. Callais may impact Section 2
of the Voting Rights Act. In Florida, we're urging leaders to respect the
Constitution and reject unconstitutional mid-decade redistricting.
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Empowering Voters

Defending Democracy il ‘
| The 2026 midterm elections are crucial, with major national races and
Floridians choosing a new governor and other officials.

The LWVNPC Board meets January 10 to plan voter outreach focused on
registration, education, and Get Out the Vote. Thanks to a generous donor,
our efforts in 2026 are well-supported.
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What we need most is your involvement. Every hour you volunteer helps us fulfill our mission.

If interested in volunteering, contact Linda Metzkow at lindametzkow@tampabay.rr.com. Opportunities include:
e Tabling at community events
o Staffing candidate forums
e Assisting with Get Out the Vote activities

Please reach out to get involved or share events our League should attend.

Together, we can protect and strengthen our democracy for the future.

NEW Clearwater, St Pete, and Pinellas Solar Dashboards and Maps

By Bryan Beckman
Suncoast Sierra Executive Committee Chair/LWVNPC member

Our Suncoast Sierra Group has been compiling and reporting Clearwater
solar data for the last several years, including the number of solar installations
and estimated electric bill savings and pollution reduction.

But this summer, we have greatly expanded our work. We are now releasing
new Solar Dashboards and Interactive Maps for the 5 cities in Pinellas that




have renewable/clean energy goals - St Pete, Clearwater, Largo, Dunedin, and Safety Harbor. We wanted to
celebrate the great progress being made and the tremendous benefits.

The dashboards show how cities (and residents, business, churches) are saving significant sums of money and
reducing pollution. On average, every dollar spent on solar returns 3-4 times in savings over the warrantied life of
the panels.

With the same data, we have now created interactive Solar Maps for each of these 5 cities. With these maps you
can now see the progress across our communities, including middle and lower income areas that can benefit the
most from lower energy bills.

See our new Solar Dashboard and Mapping HERE.

Zoom in on different St Pete and Clearwater neighborhoods, for instance, and see where solar has been installed,
lowering costs and reducing pollution. Dunedin is another good example, where they provide solar
incentives/rebates to residents.

LWVSPA Members Featured in Tampa Bay Times:

Both Jennifer French and LWVSPA President Jackie Aziz wrote letters to the editor regarding Mid-Decade
Excerpts here:

“Redrawing political boundaries mid-decade would not only be an unprecedented power grab, but it would be a
betrayal of the voters who demanded fairness. It will also waste millions of taxpayer dollars defending maps that
are blatantly partisan and would thus violate Florida’s Fair Districts standards. Those funds would be far better
spent addressing our state’s real crises, like rising housing costs, hurricane recovery and skyrocketing insurance
rates that threaten homeowners and vehicle owners across Florida. Are our politicians listening?”

Toread, click: https://www.tampabay.com/viewpoints/letters/2025/11/30/fight-against-mid-decade-
redistricting-florida-letters/

“All this is why League of Women Voters of Florida members traveled to Tallahassee for the Dec. 4 meeting and
why members will show up at the next meeting on this issue and all others to come. It is also why we urge every
member of our community to take a few minutes to call, write and email their Florida House representative and
state senator and tell them: Don’t cheat. Don’t break the law. Say no to mid-decade redistricting.”

https://www.tampabay.com/viewpoints/2025/12/10/mid-term-redistricting-is-bad-florida-dont-do-it-column/

The moment we begin to fear the opinions of others and hesitate to tell the truth that is in us, and from motives of policy that are silent
when we should speak, the divine floods of light and life no longer flow into our souls." Elizabeth Cady Stanton

Hot Topic: Everyone Deserves a Safe Place to Call Home, presented
11/12/2025

If you missed it, watch it at https://drive.google.com/file/d/1jVrlraBEOQ4h1gD43esq25fOl-
bgAEFhI/view?usp=sharing



https://arcg.is/4aGT5
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Did You Know...

During Adopt a Mile on November 15%, LWVNPC collected an entire
car full of food and personal care items and donated them to Dunedin
Food Pantry!

This is wonderful and respectful work to help our community during
these difficult times.

Welcome New Member
Olivia Mikkelsen

The LWVNP Board meets the 1st Wednesday of
Board Meeting - each month at 4:00pm. Minutes for the November
5, 2025, meeting can be found at:
https://drive.google.com/file/d/10KCmOvm50nh
6izkVWImIXZM72KhYxUoC/view?usp=sharing

LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS' . . . .
Lu )F NORTH PINELLAS COUNT Please join us for any upcoming Board meeting to
learn how you can participate more fully. Contact

Gayla Larson nbslarson@gmail.com to obtain the
link to join these informative and busy meetings.

members welcome!



https://drive.google.com/file/d/1oKCm0vm5Onh6izkVWfmlXZM72KhYxUoC/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1oKCm0vm5Onh6izkVWfmlXZM72KhYxUoC/view?usp=sharing

COMMITTEE UPDATES

o The YVOTE competition has not gained
traction yet, but planning continues. Building the
- - budget for this project is underway.
Educatlon Commlttee . The November 11t in person meeting at

Chili’s was well attended and very enjoyable.
o The committee continues to attend school
board meetings
L LEAGUE oF WOMEN VOTERS: o .The LWV!:L Edl{catipn Action Team is
" ; I following education legislation closely and are
u presenting three virtual workshops on public school

finance.  Additionally, they have produced a
PowerPoint on “Why Public School Matters” for the Speakers’ Bureau.

For more information about the Education Committee, contact Co-Chairs Vivian Posey at vivposey@gmail.com or
Jeanne Reynolds at jeannewrey@gmail.com.

Important Note from Voter Service
Chair, Linda Metzkow:

VOTER SERVICE Please consider attending a Voter Services

Committee Meeting at the Dunedin Public Library,
Room B, Saturday, January 3rd, 10:30 AM to 11:30
AM, for an in-person planning meeting.

L LEHGPE_QF_WC'MEN ‘:"GTERS' | believe the League’s trusted expertise in impartial
RN e voter services will be essential to reach and protect

voters in our community during the 2026 midterm
elections. The LWVNPC needs your input on how we
can defend our democracy!

My proposed focus areas for the meeting include voter registration drives, candidate forums, 411 voter guides,
requesting Vote-By-Mail Ballots, education on voting issues, and quashing misinformation.

To be productive from the outset and get up to speed quickly, we need additional volunteers to assist with
tabling. There is a great deal to accomplish before November 2026.

If you have not yet certified with the LWVFL to register voters, please contact Voter Services Chair, Linda Metzkow
lindametzkow@tampabay.rr.com
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Spotlight: Suzanne Pierce

Suzanne Pierce, LWVNPCnew coordinator of Community
Outreach for the Voter Services Committee is recognized for her
dedication, organization and initiative. Like other members who
are the backbone of LWVNPC, she gets the job done. Raised in a
family that valued staying informed through reading the newspaper
and following current events, Suzanne always believed in being
knowledgeable about important issues and voting. She graduated
from Ohio State University with a degree in International Relations
and spent 40 years at the Social Security Administration in
numerous capacities, including claims and systems analyst and
project manager, leading teams and mastering benefit laws.

While continuing to work for SSA, Suzanne moved to Baltimore,
where sheinitially joined the League of Women Voters of Baltimore
County. In retirement she relocated to Florida to be closer to
family. In Florida, Suzanne sought more than a leisurely retirement; she wanted to actively contribute to her
community. This led to her involvement with organizations such as FAST (Faith and Action for Strength Together),
her HOA, church, sorority and eventually the League of Women Voters. Suzanne made the decision to join after
attending the LWVNPC annual luncheon featuring District Superintendent Kevin Hendrick and attending Hot
Topic Events.

As a member, Suzanne has been a huge help with tabling events and is now assisting with voter engagement in
assisted living communities in the North Pinellas area. Community Outreach Coordinator will be a perfect fit for
her!
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LWVNPC Tanya Landry to be Keynote Speaker at NAACP Martin Luther King
Day Breakfast on January 19™

NAACP Clearwater Upper Pinellas County Branch # so96
Partmer City Of Clearwater
Breakfast - March
Celebration

If interested in attending, RSVP to nblarson@gmail.com.
Another opportunity to get to know other League
members and be present in the community.

N. Greenwood Recreation Center
900 N. Martin Luther King Ave.
Clearwater Florida 33755
Door open @ 7:30 a.m
Breakfast 8 am - 9 am
Program 9am- 11 am

NAACPClearwaterUpper Pinellas County Branch #5006
POBox2073
Clearwater, FL.33755
forinfor.:727-314-9244
Branch#727-222-9603
Rev. Jonathan Wade- President
y
B
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nding Homelessness Togethey

If you enjoy making a difference, please consider signing up
for a shift or two on January 29". These shifts are about 2026 PINELLAS
three hours long, with options as early as 6 AM. and as late POINT IN TIME COUNT

as 7 PM. Plus, there will be a brief but essential training () Thursday, January 29th

session before the 29" to get you up to speed. To join us, Volunteer to Help

simply visit www.bit.ly/2026PIT, and don't hesitate to share End Homelessness &

this opportunity with your network of friends or co- & Secine over $7 milion iy Ay

workers. for vital resources, such as
affordable housing

@ Inform public policy at the local,
state, and national levels

&~ Drive advocacy efforis
® Plan local resource allocation

www.bit.ly/2026PIT
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DATES TO
LEMEMECER

Click Calendar Check our Calendar for Complete Information:

For Zoom links to meetings, please contact Gayla Larson at nbslarson@gmail.com

For a complete listing of Volunteer Opportunities, go to https://Iwvnorthpinellas.org/calendar/

Saturday, January 3, 2026
10:30AM -11:30 AM

Wednesday, January 7, 2026

4:00 PM -5:30 PM

Saturday, January 10, 2026
12:00-2:00 PM

Thursday, January 15, 2026
6:30 PM-8:00 PM

Saturday January 17,2026
8:00 AM -12:00 PM

Monday, January 19, 2026
8:30 AM to 4PM

January 20-21, 2026

Tuesday, January 20, 2026
6:30 PM -8:00 PM

Monday, January 26, 2026
12:00 noon -1:00 PM

Monday, January 26, 2026
4:30 PM

Saturday, February 28, 2026

11:00 AM-12:30 PM

Voter Service Meeting, Dunedin Public Library, Room B

LWVNPC Board of Directors Meeting via Zoom

LWVNPC Board Planning Luncheon, Bellair Country Club

Safety Harbor Candidate Forum

Tarpon Springs Annual MLK Day Breakfast and Parade

NAACP MLK Breakfast and Parade

Lobby Days, Tallahassee, Florida

Tarpon Springs Candidate Forum

Tanya Landry, Speaker North Pinellas Democratic Club

Education Committee Meeting via Zoom

LWVNPC General Meeting Clearwater East Public Library
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